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May 28, 1895. The results appear to be favorable, and it is likely that the 
inoculations will become more frequent. —Indian Medical Gazette, 1895, No. 
7, p. 253. 

Calomel. 

Dr. W. Blair Stewart has made a clinical study of the use of this drug 
in 144 cases, chiefly of gastro-intestinal disorders. He finds that 1 grain of 
thoroughly triturated calomel is equivalent to 5 to 10 grains of the untritu¬ 
rated drug. If given for its purgative effect or for its action on the liver, fi, 
of a grain triturated is administered every hour or half-hour until free evacua¬ 
tion occurs, or 1 grain is taken, then, if necessary, ounce doses of liquor 
magnedi citratis can be given until free action of the bowels is obtained. 
The drug is not a direct diuretic per se, but it may act indirectly to a slight 
extent simply by its general stimulating action upon the emunctories of the 
entire body, thus favoring secretion, excretion, and the elimination of intes¬ 
tinal ptomaines and systemic poisons, all of which act unfavorably upon the 
secretory and excretory organs when present. Seventeen cases of diarrhoea, 
due to the ingestion of improper food, were speedily cured by tV of a grain 
of triturated calomel and one-half this quantity of podophyllin every two 
hours. Nine cases of so-called bilious diarrhoea in adults responded rapidly 
to 1-grain doses every four hours. Sixty-eight cases in children received a 
saline cathartic as preliminary treatment, then T ^y of a grain each of calomel 
and powdered ipecacuanha was given every one to four hours with “ marvel¬ 
lous ’’ results. Twenty-five cases of obstinate diarrhoea, which had been run¬ 
ning some days before consultation, responded rapidly to a combination of 
of a grain of calomel and 1 grain each of lacto-peptine and zinc sulpho-carbo- 
late given every two to four hours. Four cases of diarrhoea in typhoid fever 
were markedly benefited by the same combination. In the diarrhoea following 
excessive use of alcoholic liquors, excellent results were obtained from of a 
grain of calomel and of a grain of podophyllin every three or four hours. 
This clinical testimony is advanced to show the efficacy of calomel and its 
eliminative power as contrasted with the evil routine methods of using astrin¬ 
gents and opium in the treatment of diarrhreas.— Journal of the American Med¬ 
ical Association, 1895, vol. xxiv. p. 836. 


Creosote. 

Dr. James K. Crook has made use of this remedy for the past six years. 
From it he finds two very gratifying results: 1. It possesses undoubted power 
to relieve the fetor of the expectoration in foul-smelling cases of bronchiec¬ 
tasis and phthisical cavities. 2. In small doses (1 to 2 minims thrice daily) 
it promotes the appetite and tends to stimulate the powers of digestion. Be¬ 
yond this he has not found that it modifies in any appreciable manner the 
ordinary course of phthisis. In several cases where it was relied upon as an 
expectorant, other remedies of this nature having been withdrawn, the results 
were of a disappointing character, the only apparent effect being the odor 
which it imparted to the breath. He concludes that its use may with safety 
be limited to cases manifestly requiring a pulmonary disinfectant, and to 
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those accompanied with a feeble appetite, flatulency, pyrosis, and other 
evidences of fermentative action in the stomach and intestines.— The Post- 
Graduate, 1895, No. 9, p. 340. 

The Dangers of Strychnine in Snake-bite. 

Surgeon R. K. Elliott reports two instances where death followed the 
use of strychnine as the so-called Australian antidote (method of Dr. A, 
Mueller). In both instances the antidote seems to have hastened the death of 
the patients. In the second case there seemed to be no doubt but that it was 
one of snake-poisoning. The advocates of this method will have difficulty in 
claiming that the drug is harmless for those who are really bitten.— Indian 
Medical Gazette, 1895, No. 7, p. 259. 

Tuberculin. 

Dr. Charles Denison cites three instances in which Koch’s tuberculin 
was used in tubercular affections which were not pulmonary—tubercular 
cystitis and tubercular hip-joint disease (two cases). From the improvement 
which has been noted in these cases he concludes that there is ample justifi¬ 
cation for its use in the positive, although sometimes necessarily more or less 
transitory, immunizing influence.— New York Medical Journal, 1895, No. 870, 
p. 129. 
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Monarticular Rheumatism. 

L. Heidenhain [Deutsche med. Wochenschr., 1895, No. 31, p. 496) calls 
attention to cases of arthritis affecting a single joint, or occasionally two or 
three. This occurs in persons without general symptoms; apparently normal 
temperature (being policlinic cases temperatures were not taken); clean 
tongue and good appetite. The articular pain is usually only moderately 
severe, there is tenderness to pressure and on motion, occasionally oedematous 
swelling over the joint. Traumatism, gonorrhoea, tuberculosis, and syphilis 
could be excluded. After giving sodium salicylate the symptoms disappear 
rapidly and do not return. Occasionally, in protracted cases, limitation of 
motion follows. Out of fifty-one cases of rheumatism observed in the Greifs- 
wald Policlinic in three years, thirty-eight were of the kind described. In 
thirteen cases the shoulder was affected; the wrist, elbow, and ankle being 




